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1.  Teacher in Role as Billy.  Class as parents.  The parents suggest possible birthday presents to Billy and try to persuade him to have something other than a bucket.  Parents give persuasive reasons why Billy should have something else. 

2. Children close eyes and visualise a bucket.  They are guided to consider the size, colour, shape, texture, material and  use for the bucket.  They then describe in detail their bucket o a partner who has their eyes closed.  The partner tries to visualise it from the description. 

3. Each child picks up their bucket and mimes using it for a particular purpose e.g. window washing,  watering trees etc.  the children should come up with the ideas rather than the teacher ideally. 

4. Teacher in role as shop assistant at “Buckets R Us” The class as Billy’s parents try to persuade the assistant to climb up a ladder to get a particular bucket that looks the same as others lower down.  The assistant takes much persuading but eventually agrees.  Only the assistant may climb the ladder.  This is a “count the rungs as I climb” opportunity. 

5. Class sit in a circle.  The teacher in role as Billy enters the circle and fills the pretend  bucket with water, then gazing in with amazement and excitedly saying some underwater objects and creatures that can be seen in the bucket.  The bucket is then passed around the circle and each child in turn has opportunity to say aloud what they can see in the bucket e.g. crab,  shipwreck etc.  – or else just pass the pretend bucket on. This can be done with repeated speech e.g. starting “ In Billy’s bucket I can see…..” each time. 

6. The class in a standing circle. The circle represents the edge of Billy’s bucket.  They are standing on the edge of his bucket and will be climbing in for a few minutes.  Let the children in a few at a time until they are all in the bucket exploring/improvising alone or with partners.  At a pre-agreed signal they will climb back to the edge of the bucket and re- form the standing circle before reporting what they have seen and experienced.  A speaking object could be used to ensure turn taking and add in a sense of ritual reporting. 

7. Lying recumbent in centre circle the teacher takes on the role of a mermaid or merman and is questioned (hotseating) by the children about the underwater world in which he/she has lived for many years.   The teacher could offer a few children the opportunity to join her as a small group of underwater people (collective role/voice) open to questioning.  The challenge is to be consistent in what they say about their  life underwater so active listening is required.  

8. The teacher in role as Billy asks the circle of seated children to guard his bucket as he has to go to bed.  They are his friends.  Once Billy has left the circle the teacher will re-enter as the mother and then the father and try to get the children to agree that he/she can borrow the bucket for some purpose and return it by the morning. The children have promised Billy that they will not let anyone touch it as it is no ordinary bucket. 

9. It is early morning.  The children in role as guards are asleep with eyes closed. The teacher as Billy enters the circle and wakes them with the news that the bucket has gone, asking them where it is and who has it?  The childe offer suggestions.  Billy is worried. 

10. Tableau – Billy indicates there is commotion in the street outside as there is a stranded whale in the street with Billy’s bucket nearby. In turn each child has the opportunity to add themselves to a “still photograph” of the scene.  The teacher will have defined where the imaginary whale is in the space.  The scene is then brought to life for a few moments with the teacher as Billy.  There is a problem to  be solved together and put into action.  How can we save the whale?  There could be opportunity for several  children in turn  to make an improvised  pretend call to emergency services with the teacher as operator in a short improvisation that the class can listen to as audience. 

11. The scene is frozen (freeze frame)  at a pre-agreed signal and the teacher in role explains that she will enter as a newspaper reporter who will ask them questions about what has happened as he/she has a story to write.  This could also be done as a live news report with children being interviewed on the street at the scene. 

12. The teacher now says that as a reporter he/she will need photographs.  In groups of about 4 the children create a still image (photograph) that appeared in a newspaper after the event.  There could be 2 photographs, one during the crisis and the other showing it being resolved in some way. 

13. Another way of reaching an agreed resolution to the problem is to be someone in the street who has been on holiday ( or classmates at school who weren’t present) He or they want/s to know about it.  This can either be done with the teacher as the questioner/neighbour  or with 2 groups of children, the questioners and those who were eye witnesses to the event and can provide missing information. (Collective role)  The challenge is for the children to keep it consistent as a narrative.  This will require co-operation and active listening. 

Writing opportunities could include: 

· Making one of Billy’s birthday cards

· Writing a present label for Billy

· Creating a shop label or advert for “Buckets R Us”

· A letter to Billy’s Gran telling her about what has happened

· The newspaper report

· Billy’s birthday list 

· A warning sign for the bucket
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